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ADMaking It Better by Design

Ground Breaking

Madonna’s Raising Malawi Academy for Girls Sets a New Standard in Africa

Architecture by Markus Dochantschi of studioMDA | Text by Joseph Giovannini

HE PAMOUSLY ADOFTED
Slwn children from Ma-

lawi. She has helped fund
arphanages in the southeast Af-
rican country. And last March,
shovel in hand, pop star Ma-
donna hroke ground and kid
the firar brick in the constroc-
tion of a boarding school, Rais-
ing Malawi Academy for Girls,
The school is part of the orga-
nization, Raising Malawi, that
she cofunded o help elimi-
nofe poverty and alleviare the
hardships of the one million
orphans in this poor nation of
12 million. Madonna's shovel
was inseribed with the wards
“Hare o dream.”

Why Malawi? “Madonna
always says Malawi found
her—she fell in love with the
country when she first trav-
eled there and discovered it
was in a state of emergency,”
says Markus Dochantschi,
the Mew York architect who
signed on to design the school
pro hone, “But it is not the
Madonna Academy, a vanity
project with her name over the
door. We were asked to design
a pn:ll:rﬂ}']:u,: h-ﬁn h:lil:l.E ﬁt'hl:l-l:ll
replicable by others even in
different countries, withour
repeating the typical British-
style schoal that you sec in
former British colonies.”

Aadonna found Dochang-
schi by serendipity, “An em-
plovee in my office, Jessica
Wilpon, while doing her mas-
ters thesis in Malawd, met the
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Archiveet Markus Dochantschi
dorared his services to Madorna's
Ralsing Malawi Academy for Giirks
in Lilnagwe, Malowi. Ancves A
renidering of the campus. LEFT:
Madonaa amil Dochantschi flank
hesdmisrress Anjimile Cponyon,
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cowtriraed from page 44
director of Raising Malawi,
Philippe van den Bossche,
and recommended me for the
Fu'crjl:d.'l," SAVH Dmham.-‘.rﬂﬁi, a
young German-born archi-
tect., “T'd always had an interest
in Africa and wanted to bald
there, It was a natural fic”

Before even skerching, the
architects started by doing re-
search, “The design is not just
about aestherics amnd materials
but about helping o under-
stand the society vou're build-
ing for,” he says. “For cxample,
in Africa, vou realize the im-
p-urtu.nl:lz nl‘ omitl oar ri[ul-l:t.. lJ\!l-
being ourside and understand-
ing nature, S0 we ﬂm&igl:r_ﬂ! 1
very open pedestrian campus
without cars™

The 450 students will range
in age from 13 to 18 and come
froam all owver the connery, *Tra-
ditiomally, a lot of girls drop out
in eighth grade, shorty before
they ger married, soit’s a vul-
nerable age.” says the archi-
tect, “Madonna hopes that the
schosol will instill pride in their
homeland, and that edueated
VEHLAE WOETEDN will understand

the importance of remaining
in Malawi, supporting their
WL CoMmmunities,”

Architect and patron, along
with her advisers on the progect,
met whensver Madonma was in
Malswi, On the first vasic the
srte wis etil] vacant, and che ar-
chirect walked her through the
design of every single building,
explaining the master plan,
“8he was a very g-::-rrrlli.u-:ncr."
he recalls, “and very passionate
about the prr_l-itﬂ;t. Khe frewcuised
on the details, including how
we make the bricks, which iz
very important becanse of the
deforestation of Afreca. Tradi-
teanal burnt heieks consume a
[t of wood.

“She was happy with the
design, because it addressed
all her concerms—sustain-
ability, cultural sensitivity,
national pride—and it was
an architectural roadmap for
future schools. After the long
presentation, she asked my
favorite question: “When do
we ataprs” "L
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“Madonna was
very passionate
about the project.
She focused on
the details.”
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