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English pull off an inside job at former Polyclinic

BY BONNIE ROSENSTOCK

While mast Eazt Villagers were pre-
paring their costumes for Hulloween
night, the London-based consulting
firm TWhat I was rushing 1o put the
final touches on it new office space, a
long-anticipated treat, On Oct, 31, the
campany (initinl question mark. final
exclumntion point), moved fnio its new
U.S, headquarters at 137 Second Ave.
unel s Minth St the former home of the
Cabrinl Stuyvesant Polvclinic, wacamt
wince August 2000,

fust diys before the big move frop 62
White 5t. in Tribeca, amid-the banging.
clanging, drilling. scroping, power-saw-
ing and swirling dust, The Villager wix
afforded an cxclusive walk-through with
Ninm Powell, one of the managing par-
ners, who cxplained the refovations thit
have unmasked amd restored the hisiode
1884 pructure’s interor bo s oniginal
glory. The exierior s lindmarked for [
extrpordinary pressed-brick [poade end
molded terra-cotta, sculpied burs and
omamental details,

Pawell described iho renovairon o
cewn, of siripping the building back 1o
wrhat It WiE a5 “a fourney o |J|\.,|,w|;l_\.'

"W knew what way original and what
wasn't i terms of walls and things like
thar,” she said. “Anything thal waam'i
siructural, any ceiling nor orlginal, just
rip I down.”

When they demolishid 1he dropped
ceilings In the mmin hall and at the top of
the stafrs, they disgcovered blpcked-out
skylights, which they hove cleaned up.
The demolition alsd uncovered & row of
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Renloration work by TWhat HI has uncovered decorative columns in the former

Cabrini Stuyvesanl Polyclinic's stalrwall.
stained-glass windows in the hall calling,
All other windows bive been restored
amid glass reploced, as well

Workers weore laboriously” scraping
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down 1o the orfgiog mulileolored il
fowurs, which hsd beon overlaid with
copcrete, On arcas where there werenl
any vemaining eriginal. tiles, they have
por down high-gloss, durable epoxy
Moors, which sav off-the dramaric whits
walls

The palyclinic’s four or five zmall
consuliation roomi behind the main hall
have been consobidnted into one, large,
spicious, sintc-ol-dhean lkilchen wita
long, sialnless-steel counters.

The winding marble sizircase on the
two upper Moors was boxed In with
wills: before bul 15 now airily exposed
together with heretofors hidden decors
tive colamms.

“We wani o restore the iniercos
nectivity of the building,” explaine
Powell. “To do that, we have opened up
the space,”

On the third floor, behind a door,
they discovered o secret, norrow, wood
en stnirway leading wp to the attle,
which is being gutted and renovated for
SIOrRgD Epnce.

The enormous undertuking is joknily
fonded by TWha ! and ithe build-
ing's owner, Lower East Side Equitizs.
The jerma of the lease agroemaont were
niot discloved, Powell acknowledged tht
belore they began, she Googled articles
and saw there was o lot of passion about
the building, o “we can’t mess it up,”
she sadd. *1 think being an English com-
pany. space it to important 1o s and
wiz're used o old buildings, We're much
more symputheliv to the quirks which
come with them.”

Andrew Berman, execoiive direcior
of the Gresnwich Villige Sociely for
Historke Preserviition, located nearby on
E. 11th 3. who was el on haod lor
the (owr, stoled thay 1 sesma the com
pany is being “incredibly respectiul™ of
the building’s historé dotall inresloring
B 1o dtd original. “1t's really inmovative
in wrmy of how hey are doing ohis,”

e commenied. “Theres boon a lot of
anxiely around it since [i's been empiy
for 4o lang.”

However, tn s subpequent e-mail,
Horman expressed disappoiniment the
building & no lunger semving & civie or
chariuable purpose os it has since ils
incepiion und o it was designed 1o do

=0f course, it would be very hord
for a charity (o compele with the prices
being asked for the building,” he said
"Bt | am' ghad 1o see that, unlike prior
plans, there 14 fo addition of stories, no
diorm and no club.”

The company also hopes to make the
14, 100 squars-foar spece @y environ
micnially friendly #s possible. They have
put in a boilerthut sufomotically cuts off
when it renched o ceruidn | lemperniure,
antl have signed up fof Toa Edison’s
'\q]n.:_..]'unl of uﬂl'ul'ruil

The 16-year-oh! company, the world's
largest indepe ndently owned and ope
aed innavation firm, has had & prepetice
in Mew York sinve 2004

"We've moved cvery dwo yoan
now, waiting until we Teli big
and gonfident enough,” Poweil s
*Now e wanl o new hoimd.” The com-
pany - has 150 employess in London
where It was voled the number-cnie bedl
gompany to work for in the K- on the
Financial Times Hat two years. running
and aumber 15 i both Mancheser and
Shanghai. The New Yook branch has 43
employees

Powell poted tha envircnment
behovior are so’ Impariant to what (e
company docs that they've designed the

andd

‘We're used to old build-
ings. We're much more
sympathetic to the quirks
which come with them.’
Nina Powelf,

managing pariner. *What If!

spuce so thal each of the three floors will
have & dilferent purpose, The architect Is
David Mayerfeld Associnies, and Siudio
MDA in Tribeca designed the interior
and lighting

The firm floor will be o communal
gathering space, whore clients can hang
out and hove quict meotings, The sacond
floor will be the quiet Noor. The top
floor will be the noisy Moo,

The company practices o concepl
known as *hot desking,” micaning no ane
taas a pormanent desk.

*They come in each muming, go
1o their locker, gt what they need for
the day und ot snywhere,” explained
Prowell, "How you choode where you sit

it secieding 1o the work you're going
(o do.We believe (hat one of the key
rablage of cregilvily ls ihe erviromnmenil
you pmt people in- You atick people in
listle prun they . mre ;l'.n.-iﬂg i
have gray, quite emall fdens: I you ore
working on & presentation and need quict

cubicles

Continued on pagfe 20
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Seniors happen to like
Murphy, Fogel, The Villager

Broadway and Moew York government inlersected al Caring Community’s Oct.
27 gala #t Tribeca Rooflop, wilh, above from loft, Arthur Makor, The Caring
Community executive director; Manhattan Borough President Scolt Stringer;
Assemblymember Deborah Glick: Broadway star Donna Murphy, and her husband,
actor Shawn Elliott. Murphy received The Caring Communily's 2008 Grosmwich
Village Alumnl Award, Dr. Joyce Fogel, chief of gerlatrics st 5L Vincent's Modical
Canter in the Village, recelved the 2008 Humanitarian Award. And The Villager
received The Caring Community's 2008 Corporate Partner Award. Murphy wowed
the crowd by belting out Cale Porter's classlc showstopper “1 Happen To Like Naw
York.” Makar said the senbors af The Caring Community's Washington Square
North day Tecility are huge fane of The Villager. “The Villager arrives ot 8:45 a.m.
overy Thursday,” he told the avdiencs, “and by 8:15, i's gono. And for the rest of
the week the stories, particularly the political stories, are debated and discussed
amang the scniors. s that kind of paper, with its first-rate journalism and s
communily imvohmment.™
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English pull off an inside
job at former Polyclinic

Continued from page 12

spuce, vou 5it in oné area. IF you want (o
bounce ideas around s lot of people and
be quite collnborative, vou choose a dif-
ferent urea. I you ere working on &-mails

| and phone calls,  different space.”

W hat 1T specintives in business growih
stritegies thut help compunics shape their
innovption agenda by delivering new prod-
uete ancd new bramls, |"|.|:[||i1|'|.mq||:|.-. W s
raining programe with. orgentzations 1o
bulld . their Innovation copabilities. The
company's client lim mchides Unilever,
BP, PepsiCo, Kralt. Mike, Coors, AOL,
Barcloys, Kellogp's, Ouaker and HSBC, 1o
nune 4 few,

They hove abso estnblished the TWha
I Social Innovetion Foundmion, which
uses the company's core skill sct 1o help
“social entreprencurs™ stari up their busi-
nesses. Acconding (o the compuny's Web
gite, socinl enireprenciam are individuals
who create or develop businesses — either
commercial ar nonprofit — where the pri-
mary focus i on social change,

“Eight years ago, we zaid we wanted

fu da maore then mnke money — although
it's imporemt for our clients and for us,”
Powell said, “We also wanted to have a
social impact in ihe waorkd, as well ®

A former client of Wil I,
Independent Diplomat, a nonprotis dedi-
extedd to Intarnationad relations, diplomocy
und conflict prevention, has been inviled
to share part of the menumental Secomd
Ave, space. When TWhat I firsl wiorked
with the company, h was just one person.
MNow the organteation hax about 20 people.
of which 13 will be bascd here,

Powell indicoted that the frm wants
1o be gpood neighbors by supponting locul
vemdors and suppliers and shopping i
e Greenmarke!, They are olso going (o
collaborate on o eelebmtion with the next-
doar Ottendorfer Library whsni the jwo
bulldings turn 125 vears old next year, and
plan to participate in next Oclober’s Open
House Mew York weekeni.

“We're really exchied 1o be part of
the community,” she sald, "Many of o
employees live in the nelghborhood. so
they are happy to be heve. Thie Is our home
for the next 10, 15 years. and we plan (o
grove ko i,
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Villager phare by Bonrie Rosenstock

A worker restoring an original tile floor in the former Cabrini Stuyvesant
Polyclinic, now home to the English innovation firm TWhat Ifl.



